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CAWA Phone Use Policy

Definition: Phone use is to be interpreted as any electronic device. This will include watches capable of internet access.

During games, possession of communication devices and other electronic devices capable of suggesting chess moves is strictly forbidden. While a player’s games are in progress, all such devices that he/she has brought to the venue must be completely switched off and stored either in a separate bag, or under his/her table, or in a secure room if one is provided by the organiser. Spectators and players whose games in the current round have finished are not bound by this rule, but we ask that phones be kept on silent mode so as not to disturb the players.

For all rated tournaments, rules 11.3.2.1 and 11.3.2.2  apply. They can be found at in the FIDE Handbook found at:    https://handbook.fide.com/chapter/E012018
Rated tournaments organized by CAWA will implement the strict rule of a game loss for any infraction of the phone rule. Clubs may allow a less strict penalty for rated tournaments, which should be clearly stated at the beginning of the tournament or publicized within the club. Phones must not be kept on the player’s person, and any phone kept within the playing venue must remain switched off at all times during games. A clearly visible switched off phone placed on the table is allowed. Players should be aware that any less severe penalties, if applicable, may not apply to other tournaments.

The use of a phone or other electronic device for analysis of, or similar communications in relation to, a game (i.e. before it has finished, for the benefit of a player) is considered cheating and a player or spectator found using a phone in such a way can expect a suspension of up to five years depending on the circumstances and experience of the player. Notification of a suspension may be made to the ACF and the suspension may apply outside Western Australia.

Due to the severity of a suspension on a chess player's future, before relevant findings / determinations are made and any penalty imposed it is necessary for CAWA to have obtained adequate, probative evidence of the activity that could, if required, be presented to a Tribunal or Court. For this reason suspensions will normally be imposed only where phone usage is observed by an arbiter, tournament organizer or CAWA Council official. Video or other evidence could also be used to impose a sentence that does not rely on statements from players or observers.

In order to ensure that engine use and illegal communications can be detected and to ensure the integrity of the game the following advice is given to players, spectators and officials. For clarity, the references to 'phone' below include (where applicable) other devices capable of communications or engine use. 

For players and spectators suspecting phone use or cheating: If it is suspected that a phone is being used, or carried, by another player for any purpose then they should quietly advise an arbiter. They should not advise the player or let anyone else know. If phone use is to be detected then warning a player will not help. Players are encouraged to notify an arbiter or official as early as possible of phone use and can expect to remain anonymous.
For officials.  Arbiters and officials should always be on the lookout for phone use. If a report is made of phone use it should be taken seriously and the player observed in the playing hall, or outside if another official is available to observe. The complainant should always remain anonymous. If a player is found to be using a phone in a manner that suggests analysis or communication of analysis then the player can be asked to show the phone immediately to the official. If the player refuses then they will be deemed to be using the phone for analysis or communication of analysis and penalties will be applied accordingly.

If an arbiter or appointee of the arbiter observes evidence of cheating then they should report it to the Chief Arbiter and submit a written In-Tournament Complaint as soon as reasonably practicable (so that there is an opportunity for the evidence to be investigated). The Chief Arbiter will normally carry out his own investigation, assess the evidence, and determine whether any immediate action is warranted (e.g. expelling the cheating player from the tournament). The Chief Arbiter will then complete his own report and forward both the complainant's report and his own report to the CAWA Appeals and Disputes Committee for deliberation. In the case of a FIDE-rated event the report should also be submitted to the FIDE Fair Play Commission: fairplay@fide.com
It is imperative that the complainant submit a written report, so that it can be presented as evidence to the Appeals and Disputes Committee, to FIDE, or to a Tribunal or Court if required.

For all players and spectators:  Phones should not be used at tournaments in the absence of abnormal circumstances, and extraordinary circumstances (e.g. emergencies) are required for use of a phone during a player's game to be permitted. If it is necessary to receive or make calls then an official should be advised and suitable arrangements can be made. Either by leaving the phone with an official or having it on silent and checking in front of an official and away from the chess board. It is inadvisable to have any chess apps open on the phone. 

Players and spectators are requested to not make public allegations of phone use as this may make it difficult to detect inappropriate phone possession or use.

If an official asks to see a phone being used it must be handed immediately to them otherwise chess analysis or communications will be presumed. This applies to phone use inside or outside the playing hall while their game is in progress. Players and spectators are reminded that advice cannot be given to players in other games that are in progress. Collusion between players / spectators in providing advice can result in penalties for all relevant persons.

It is important to recognize that the monitoring of a player for possible game analysis is to ensure the integrity of the game and also to protect the innocence of players. Players should not be offended that they are being monitored as this will protect their innocence.

If the use of a phone for analysis or communication is detected then a report should be made to the disputes committee. They will contact the player / spectator and ask for an explanation. The player / spectator will normally be given one week to do this. After this recommendations will be made to the CAWA Council of proposed determinations and if applicable a suitable suspension or other penalty to be applied. Notification of the proposed (recommended) determinations and intended penalty will also be given to the player / spectator. The CAWA Council is the decision maker and can accept the recommendations or change the determinations or penalty. There is no further right of appeal to the determinations or imposed penalty made by the CAWA Council, although the CAWA Council is entitled to review all cases at its discretion, if requested by the player / spectator.
